Martletwy Community Council
Clerk: L Lesnianski
Email: clerk@martletwycommunitycouncil.gov.uk

Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of Martletwy Community Council
Monday 2™ February 2026, 7:30pm at Lawrenny Village Hall

Note: With the agreement of all parties involved proceedings were recorded

Present: Cllr L Williams (Chair); Cllr V Evans (Vice Chair); Cllr B Carlisle, Clir P Eynon, Cllr A
Newman. Also in attendance: Cllr D Clements; L Lesnianski (Clerk).

Declarations of Interest: None
Chairman’s Welcome
25/076: Apologies Received: Cllr J Crowther

25/077: Minutes of the previous meeting: The minutes of the January Ordinary (Budget setting)
meeting were unanimously approved by those who had been present, and signed by the Chair
as an accurate record.

25/078: Matters arising:

a. Casual Vacancy: The Chair welcomed Cllr Newman to her first in person meeting.

b. Oakwood Lights: This matter was carried forward to the next meeting as Cllr Clements was
not present at this point. Cllr Evans commented they are still too bright and cause confusion for
drivers. It was also noted they are not environmentally friendly, disrupting local wildlife and
impacting on dark skies.

25/079: Planning:

a. Applications Received: None received in this period.

b. Applications Received in the previous period: The Chair reported due to the postponement of
the January meeting following the clerk’s bereavement, the response for planning application
25/0674/PA for Jericho in Martletwy had been submitted by email following the collection of
comments from the councillors.

c. Application Notice Received: The Clerk confirmed a notice had previously been received for
Oaklea which had been conditionally approve.

c. Other Planning Matters: None reported in this period.

25/080: Highway Matters

a. Previous issues raised: The Clerk reported on responses to date from the local authority, and
will remind them again if they do not reply. Cllr Carlisle reported the pothole on Pencoed Hill has
beenfilled in. The Oak Hill pothole has not yet been seen to.

Councillor Clements joined the meeting.

b. Highway Maintenance New Issues

i. Waste Bin — Martletwy Play Area. The Clerk confirmed correspondence relating to this matter
had been forward to all councillors prior to the meeting. The local authority had emailed to
confirm a decision has been made to remove the waste bin in the Martletwy play area due to the
dumping of household waste, specifically large volumes of cat litter. It will be returned to the
play area for the summer months and monitored. It was noted it was disappointing and not very
public spirited.
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c. Councillors reports. Clerk to pass to local authority. The Clerk reminded councillors PCC
Highways Maintenance team were incredibly busy due to the continued adverse weather
conditions and working on priority lists at present.

i. Cllr Williams reported pothole outside The Swallows, Landshipping, left hand side travelling
towards the slipway.

ii. Cllr Clements previously reported to PCC potholes down by the Yacht Club, Lawrenny.

iii. Cllr Newman has seen a pothole in Martletwy. She will take a photo.

iv. Cllr Eynon reported a deep gulley in the road surface near Clyne Lane at the entrance. Big
pond of water. Cannot see the big hole until you are in it.

25/081: Finances:

a. Financial Reports:

i. Financial Report: The Clerk presented the financial report for the period 01/11/25to0 31/01/26.
Opening joint balances £12,533.67 (current account £5780.12)). Payments for the period
£3830.65, including mandatory councillor payments, seasonal event — Christmas Lunch and
Christmas Children’s party, Clerk salary costs and a new defib battery for the defibrillator at the
Snooty Fox. Receipts for the period £5566.01 include Warm Spaces Grant £1800, PCC Precept
payment £3750, and interest on the Reserve Account. Closing balances £14,269.03 (current
account £7499.47). Report attached.

b. Annual Budget and Precept: The Clerk confirmed the Precept had been set as per the January
budget setting ordinary meeting, with the use of £4K+ of reserves being allocated against the
annual costs in order to reduce the increase in the precept £12,720, and to reduce the reserves.
The Precept form had been returned to the local authority Revenue Services team.

c. Invoices and Remittances: The Clerk presented the remittance from the local authority for the
last of the precept payments for the period 2025-2026. The Clerk then presented an invoice
from Cllr Carlisle for the necessary fencing work at Lawrenny play area total £450. Cllr Eynon
robustly objected to the invoice, stating the fencing work had not been finished. He stated Cllr
Carlisle had a contract to complete the whole of the Lawrenny play area fencing and this had
not been fulfilled. Cllr Williams and the Clerk refuted this statement saying there had not been a
contract for all the perimeter fencing. The arrangement had been to replace whatever required
replacing. Cllr Eynon reiterated his statement. Cllr Williams and Cllr Evans both stated there
had been no arrangement for all the fencing to be replaced. Cllr Williams stated a line must now
be drawn under this matter. Cllr Williams asked for a show of hands for approval and payment
of the invoice. The motion was carried by a majority.

d. Clerk Salary: Clerk presented the monthly salary report for November, December and January
as previously emailed to all councillors. Approved and payment confirmed. No questions arose.
The Clerk asked the Chair to request all councillors respond in a timely fashion to the emails
sent requiring a response. Cllr Williams agreed councillors must respond when required.

25/082: Community:

a.PAV’s Warm Spaces Grant Funding: Cllr Williams reported with regard the progress of the
latest programme of events being funded by the latest successful PAVs grant application. To
date there have been two successful events prior to Christmas, the Children’s party and the pre-
Christmas Pensioners lunch. The lunch was particularly well attended. There is now a balance
of £939 of the grant left for the St David’s Day/Easter Event. This has to be spent by the end of
March. Cllr Clements asked for the criteria for spending. Cllr Williams confirmed it has to be
spent on an event celebrating St David’s Day or Easter, so a combined event is being considered
to allow for the spend within the time frame. Cllr Evans reminded council there had been
discussions with regard to having a Welsh Cake competition at the event, using Warm Spaces
funding to pay for the ingredients. The Clerk showed a rough draft of a newsletter —also to be
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funded by the grant. A4, with a poster advertising the event one side, and news on the other
side. Cllr Williams emphasised the important of spending the money in relation to the grant
application and within the time frame. Cllr Evans suggested an Easter Egg Hunt. The Clerk
suggested to the Chair the possibility of approaching the Snooty Fox for the lunch and to use
their outdoor space for the Easter egg hunt. Cllr Williams had also thought about this. It was
agreed if the Snooty Fox agreed to holding the lunch payment could be arranged before the end
of the period. Cllr Williams suggested it be a family event, for Pensioners and families. Cllr
Evans suggested 28" March as a suitable date. Cllr Williams to check with Snooty Fox.

a.i Snooty Fox Christmas Day Take Away Lunch: Cllr Williams expressed her thanks to the team
at the Snooty Fox for their kind donation of Christmas lunches to be donated to people within
the community. These were delivered by Cllr Williams and Cllr Crowther. Councillors expressed
their gratitude to the Snooty Fox.

b. Progress of Production of Freestanding Play Area Stall: Cllr Williams raised the question of
where the Sharing/Swop Stand should be located within Martletwy play area. Cllr Williams
asked for councillors’ opinions. Cllr Clements suggested inside the play area. Cllr Carlisle
suggested setting it back a little, but where it can be seen. Cllr Newman suggested ensuring it
was visible from the road. Cllr Williams suggested solar lights. It was agreed it should be fixed
down. The Clerk suggested Cllr Carlisle speak to the PCC Play area inspector to find out the
spec required for fixing.

c. Future Community Events and Initiatives: Cllr Williams suggested setting dates for later on in
the year, especially Christmas and possibly a Summer event. Clerk to bring it forward to next
meeting. A quiz night and litter picking were two suggestions to be looked at further.

d. Play Area — Martletwy - Mowing: The Clerk confirmed she had not been able to deal with this
matter due to recent events. The Clerk will seek verbal estimates. Carried forward.

e. Noticeboards: The Chair explained noticeboards had been discussed at the January budget
setting meeting. All present had agreed. The Chair asked for councillor’s thoughts regarding
specifications. Cllr Eynon suggested accessible boards. All agreed this is essential. After some
discussion it was agreed they should be replaced like for like regarding size. They should be
accessible — not locked. Material should be metal — preferably powder coated. The words
“Community Noticeboard” at the top.

f. Lawrenny Shop — Funding Request: The Chair confirmed this had been brought forward from
November. The Clerk reminded councillors of the email received on 25" November from a
representative of the shop forwarded to all upon receipt, along with the council briefing
document. This information had been resent earlier today as a reminder. Clerk reiterated the
content. Clerk confirmed no numbers had been received with regard to Lawrenny shop’s current
project, costs involved, amount of financial assistance sought, and relevant information
regarding to usage of the shop. The Clerk noted the current winter opening hours, as pera
received email, total 2hrs a week. The Clerk advised the current policy is not to make donations
other than in exceptional circumstances. There can be no decision made without the
appropriate information. Cllr Eynon said the shop committee do not have enough money to
finish the social area in the shop. Cllr Clements suggested there is another grant available at
present they could apply to. Cllr Williams suggested they looked for grant funding as there is
quite a lot about. It was noted the shop committee have given no indication of the funds they
are looking for. Cllr Williams confirmed the clerk should request further information from the
shop committee. The clerk reminded all councillors not to share documents specifically
marked as council business only.

g. Newsletter: Following discussion regarding the newsletter it was agreed the clerk would add
copy and forward to councillors for consideration.
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25/083: Community Council Policies:

a. Council and Councillor contact details:

i. The Clerk and Cllr Evans are both trying to resolve the setting up issues with councillor email.
Clerk has asked website team for advice and assistance.

ii. The Clerk continues to research e-sim’s for a business account.

iii. The Clerk reported on the postal address query. Following a meeting with the Working Better
Together Officer they were looking into whether or not the local authority might be able to
facilitate assistance in the matter of clerk’s personal addresses on all council’s public
paperwork. They are unable to assist. The Clerk is considering next steps. Cllr Clements
suggested contacting the Welsh Audit Office.

b. Training Policy: Cllr Evans reported the training policy is now complete and ready to be
published. All voted in favour of publishing.

c. Biodiversity Champions 2026-2027. Cllr Carlisle and Cllr Crowther to be the council’s
biodiversity champions for 2026-2027.

d. Updating of Declaration of Interest form: Clerk raised the need for all councillors to update
their Declaration of Interest forms. Councillors agreed it should be done annually. Clerk
explained all councillors had been emailed but only 2 responses had been received. It will be
sent again and all councillors are expected to respond.

25/084: Councillor Clerk Training:

a. Free Places and Bursaries: Clerk confirmed some free places and bursaries are available for
training. Council is entitled to maximum 4 free places on each of the 6 core modules as follows:
i. Council as an employer - Cllr Williams to take up free place;

ii. Code of Conduct - all to do this except Cllr Carlisle. Cllrs Williams, Evans, Eynon and
Newman to take free places

iii. Understanding Local Government Finance Module 6 (Basic) — Cllr Newman

Understanding Local Government Finance (Advanced) — Clerk to enquire if Clerk is eligible

iv. Understand the law — Cllr Evans suggested enquiring if Clerk is eligible to attend

v. Chairing Skills — Cllr Williams

vi. Biodiversity parts 1 & 2: Cllrs Carlisle and Crowther.

Clerk to go back to One Voice Wales with details of each course.

The Clerk also confirmed Cllr Newman needs to attend New Councillor module, and will send
the list of dates in due course.

b. Clerk Training - ILCA: The Clerk reported the emphasis by Welsh Government on relevant
qualifications for council clerks. With this in mind the clerk would like to work towards the
Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) Certificate in Local Council Administration (CILCA), a
qualification recognised by the Welsh Government. The pathway to CILCA commences with the
module, Introduction to Local Council Administration (ILCA). The cost is £168. The clerk
enquired whether the council would consider making a contribution to the cost of the course.
After some positive discussion with regard to the course and clerk qualifications, Cllr Williams
proposed the community council pay for the training in full. The proposal seconded by Clir
Evans was unanimously approved. The Clerk thanked councillor’s for their assistance.

25/085: Meetings Attended by Community Councillors/Clerk:

Cllr Eynon and Cllr Newman attended PNCP Planning training online in October 2025. Cllr
Newman found it interesting and informative. Cllr Eynon stated it was more in line with
enforcement and how PCNP came to their decisions to enforce.
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25/086: Correspondence Received:

a. Local Resident Correspondence: A local resident in Minwear Wood has written to request
support for the supply of a grit bin in Minwear Woods. Cllr Clements confirmed the address lay
within the ward. Cllr Williams felt it was a good idea. Cllr Clements suggested going back to the
correspondent to check where they thought it could be situated. Cllr Williams proposed if the
location is within the ward the council go ahead and supply a grit bin at this location as winter
weather is getting worse. Cllr Carlisle seconded the motion. All voted in favour. It was agreed it
needed to be on the road, not on a private path.

b The Post Office: The Clerk reported on various correspondence received with regard to the
Post Office Mobile Service at Lawrenny. Originally the service was completely cancelled, then
reinstated, before being temporarily cancelled and then started. Today it was cancelled due to a
breakdown. Currently the mobile service visit Lawrenny at 3-4 Monday, and 12-1 on Wednesday.
The Clerk has emailed the Post Office asking for daily updates so they can be added to social
media feeds. Cllr Eynon noted at times the van is unable to access internet signal.

c. PCC —Working Better Together — Thursday 12" March: The Clerk enquired if anyone was
available to attend online. Cllr Williams will endeavour to do so.

d. PCC -Transport Strategy: Clerk presented correspondence regarding the PCC Transport
Strategy asking for input from residents and statutory consultees. Clerk has put it onto the MCC
Facebook page. There are also public consultation days, the nearest to Martletwy are 26"
February at Narberth Library, 2-5pm. There are other dates further afield.

e. PCC - Pride in Place Impact Fund: New Pride in Place Impact Funding. Clerk reported this
may be useful. Capital only funding. Asset to last 12 months or more. Clerk suggested this may
be suitable for Lawrenny Shop and will forward the details. Clerk suggested it may be helpful for
Martletwy play area. No deadline but preferably to spend by 31** March. Cllr Clements gave
some background information. Cllr Clements suggested it would be worth submitting an
application. The Clerk suggested submitting an application for Martletwy Play area. Cllr
Williams suggested picnic benches and also some outdoor gym equipment. Clerk to look at
costs and putin a submission. Cllr Williams proposed a submission for gym equipment, and
benches. All voted in favour.

25/087: County Councillor Report: Cllr Clements reported the budget setting process for
26/27 has been lengthy and taken considerable time with seminars, members input and
officers' advice and guidance. A decision is expected on the 20th Feb where all cllrs will have
their say. Cllr Clements takes an active role in the process, with many questions and requests
for further information to get a better understanding of where taxpayers money is being spent
now and in the future.

Due to the Tenby primary school roof issues, and the large number of spare pupil places in the
Tenby Cluster area discussions are being had on school reorganisation in the area. This will
take some time and potentially difficult decisions will have to be made.

There is a move toward full cost recovery for non statutory services provided by PCC but Cllr
Clements feels the decisions are not always consistent with policy. More work needs to be
done to ensure equity.

Locally more fly tipping in Minwear Wood has occurred. Cllr Clements asked everyone to keep
an eye out if in the vicinity of the woods. Cllr Newman asked if there would be less issues with
fly tipping if the local authority dropped the appointment system at Pembrokeshire waste
centres. Cllr Clements confirmed this was regularly raised but PCC insists the current system
should remain. Pembrokeshire National Park are opening a consultation regarding the future
of the national park. Stakeholders to take partin early-stage consultation on key documents
that will help shape Local Development Plan 3. It will run until 23rd March. Clerk reported not
having received an email on this matter. Cllr Clements will send copy. Cllr Eynon referred to the
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full cost recovery matter. When attending the planning course they discussed costs. Cllr
Clements confirmed planning costs are a statutory cost. Welsh Government have agreed to
increase planning fees but not yet made a decision regarding retrospective planning costs. Cllr
Clements confirmed that planning officers regularly raise this with WG. Cllr Williams raised the
issue of the Natural Resources Wales nitrate problem with regard to new builds. Cllr Clements
stated there is a nutrient management board comprising all main stakeholders to try to find
ways to mitigate the issue. NRW continue to hold their position with regard to not being able to
proceed with building unless sewerage and running water is not part of the planning. Cllr Evans
confirmed Ateb’s social housing builds are currently all on stop. It was agreed this was making
things very difficult and is contrary to the Welsh Government’s demand for more social housing.

25/088: Date of Next Meeting: Monday 9" March 2026, at Lawrenny Village Hall.

Meeting closed: 8:58pm



